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L abor Force

An area’s labor force provides insight on the availability factor and is residenck-lblaeis, the people are working

or seeking work and reside in the particular county or region.

Annual Labor Force Estimatesin 2008

Number Pct. Chg. from 2000

Labor Force | 55,467| 5.1%
Employed | 52,480 3.0%
Unemployed | 2,987, 65.2%
Rate | 5.4| 58.8%
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Labor Force Estimates
Labor Area State
Force s Ulstr Rate Rate

1998 52,732 51,393 1,33¢ 2.5 2.9
1999 53,662 52,272 1,39C 2.6 2.9
2000 52,762 50,954 1,80& 3.4 2.9
2001 52,305 50,03C 2,275 4.3 4.2
2002 52,231 49,49¢ 2,733 5.2 5.2
2003 52,665 50,064 2,601 4.9 5.3
2004 52,471 49,804 2,667 51 5.3
2005 53,284 50,544 2,74Q 5.1 54
2006 54,99¢ 52,303 2,69€ 4.9 5.0
2007 55,371 52,973 2,39€ 4.3 4.6
2008 55,467 52,48( 2,987 5.4 5.9




S Average Unemployment Rate

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
O Area [ State

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics



